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Executive Summary

Russia is quickly adapting to the new realities in Afghanistan with policies marked by pragmatism and the 

pursuit of its core interests – security in Afghanistan and the strengthening of its regional influence, in 

particular in Tajikistan. 

The Kremlin will capitalise on its early engagement with the Taliban and seek to develop a pragmatic 

approach to Taliban rule. It will partner with the Taliban to contain rival terrorist groups in Afghanistan, such 

as Islamic State Khorasan Province, and continue to seek guarantees that Afghanistan will not become a 

haven for jihadist/terrorist groups that target Russia or its allies. 

Russia will also use the situation in Afghanistan to signal its return to the global power competition. Afgha-

nistan will serve as an argument against the West’s democratisation and human rights agendas, and that 

the US has proved to be an unreliable partner, and to underline its own credibility as a global partner for 

anti-Western regimes.

Despite the shared interests on security, terrorism, narcotics and refugee flows, the current state of Rus-

sia-West relations in general and Russian-US relations in particular means that the prospects for future 

fruitful cooperation on Afghanistan are slim. The US-Russian global rivalry also helps to explain why there 

was little if any constructive cooperation in the UN Security Council between Russia and the West – or 

the West and China for that matter – as Afghanistan fell into the hands of the Taliban.  
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