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Summary

The clampdown on Memorial, Russia’s oldest and most influential historical-educational and human 

rights group, has thrown into sharp relief crucial feature of the country’s contemporary history. For the 

past century, the struggle for freedom, democracy, and human dignity in Russia has been intimately 

intertwined with the struggle for historical truth. The Memorial Movement was born amid the political 

turmoil of the late 1980s and almost immediately became one of the leading agents of democratic change. 

The Kremlin’s decision to liquidate Memorial marks the end of an era. The Putin regime is seeking to 

establish full control over the historical narrative, but that is merely a means to a larger end. Its ultimate 

goal is to turn the clock back 30 years and erase some fundamental consequences – both domestic and 

geostrategic – of the momentous revolutionary upheaval that culminated in the demise of the Soviet Union.
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https://holod.media/2021/11/25/cherkasov/
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/17516
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https://www.memo.ru/ru-ru/memorial/departments/intermemorial/news/666
https://www.colta.ru/articles/specials/1872-chto-takoe-memorial
https://www.colta.ru/articles/specials/1872-chto-takoe-memorial
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https://base.garant.ru/10105390/
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https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=19150&lang=en
https://archive.mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/4876621
https://www.memo.ru/ru-ru/memorial/departments/intermemorial/news/666
https://www.memo.ru/ru-ru/memorial/departments/intermemorial/news/666
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2019-0021_EN.html
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/vladimir-putin-real-lessons-75th-anniversary-world-war-ii-162982
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http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/24359
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