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Mikael WEISSMANN, Ph.D., Docent 
Associate Professor (Docent) in War Studies with focus on Military Operations, Dept. of Military 

Studies, Swedish Defence University 

Senior Research Fellow, Swedish Institute of International Affairs, Stockholm, Sweden 

Personal data: 

Swedish Defence University 
Box 27805, SE-115 93 Stockholm, Sweden 
Visitng address: Drottning Kristinas väg 37, Stockholm, Sweden 
Tel: +46-8-553 425 80; Mobil: +46-768 826 871 
mikael.weissmann@fhs.se 
http://www.mikaelweissmann.com  

Education 

2016 Docent in War Studies, Swedish Defence University. 

2009 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Peace and Development Research, University of Gothenburg, 
Sweden. 

2003 M.Soc.Sci. in Peace and Conflict Studies, Uppsala University, Sweden. 

2000  B.A. in International Relations and Economics (also fulfilling the requirements for a double 
major in government), University of Queensland, Australia. 

Present positions 

Since Oct 14 Associate Professor (Docent) in War Studies (Military Operations), Dept. of 
Military Studies, Swedish National Defence University (tenured in 2015, docent in 
2016) 

Since Aug 15 Senior Research Fellow, Swedish Institute of International Affairs, Stockholm, 
Sweden (promoted to Senior Research Fellow in Dec 15) 

Previous positions 

Apr 14-Dec 14  Researcher, Swedish Defence Research Agency (FOI), Stockholm, Sweden. 

Apr 14-Jul 15 Associated Researcher, Swedish Institute of International Affairs, Stockholm, 
Sweden 

Apr 10-Mar 14  Research Fellow, Swedish Institute of International Affairs, Stockholm, Sweden. 

Jan 14-June 14 Lecturer in International Relations [Universitetslektor], Department of 
Economic History, Stockholm University, Sweden  

Oct 11–Dec 11 Senior Lecturer [Högskolelektor] (part time), Södertörn University, Stockholm, 
Sweden 

Oct 11–Dec 11 Vice Acting Head of Research, Associate Professor (part time, 20%), The 
Swedish Institute of International Affairs, Stockholm, Sweden. 

Jan 11-Dec 16 Research Associate, East Asian Peace programme, Department of Peace and 
Conflict Research, Uppsala University. 

Jan 10–Mar 10 Researcher, Nordic Institute of Asian Studies (NIAS), Copenhagen, Denmark 

mailto:mikael.weissmann@fhs.se
http://www.mikaelweissmann.com/
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Jan 05-Dec 09  Doctoral Candidate in Peace and Development Studies, School of Global 
Studies, Peace- and Development Research (PADRIGU), University of 
Gothenburg, Sweden 

Jan 05-Dec 09 PhD Fellow, Swedish School of Advanced Asia-Pacific Studies (SSAAPS)  

Jan 05-Jun 07 Researcher & Lecturer, Central Asia -Caucasus Institute and Silk Road Studies 
Program, the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies of Johns 
Hopkins University and the Department of Eurasian Studies of Uppsala University 
(Uppsala Office) 

May 04-Dec 08  Associated Researcher, Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) 

May 03-Dec 04 Program Coordinator, Silk Road Studies Program, Uppsala University, Sweden  

May 03-Dec 04 Project Coordinator, Conflict Management in Northeast Asia project, Silk Road 
Studies Program & the Department of Peace- and Conflict Research, Uppsala 
University, Sweden 

Aug 03-Aug 04 Coordinator, the Uppsala-Tartu Exchange Program, Department of Peace- and 
Conflict Research, Uppsala University, Sweden 

Jan 03-May 03 Research Assistant, Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), 
Sweden  

Longer academic visits 

Aug 08-Dec 08 Visiting Fellow, School of International Studies (SIS), Peking University, Beijing, 
China 

Oct 07-Jun 08 GARNET Junior Mobility Fellow, the Centre for the Study of Globalisation and 
Regionalisation (CSGR), University of Warwick, Coventry, United Kingdom 

Jul 06-Jun 07 Visiting Guest Researcher and Lecturer, School of International Studies (SIS), 
Peking University, Beijing, China 

Jul 06-Jul 07 Guest Researcher and Lecturer, School of International Studies, Renmin 
University of China, Beijing, China 

Mar 06 Visiting Researcher, Nordic Institute of Asian Studies, Copenhagen, Denmark 

Nov 04-Jan 05 Visiting Fellow and Lecturer, Renmin University, Beijing 

Nov 04-Jan05 Visiting Researcher and Lecturer, China Foreign Affairs University, Beijing 

Specialties: 

– China and East Asian security  
– War Studies with focus on military operations 
– The North Korean nuclear conflict, the Taiwan strait, and the South China Sea 
– Conflict management and peace building 
– Soft Power in China-ASEAN relations  
– One Belt, One Road Initative 
– Maritime security in Asia 
– Track-two diplomacy and elite networks 
– EU-Asia relations 
– Sino-Russian relations 
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Positions of trust 

- Member of the full committee of Council for Security Cooperation in the Asia-Pacific (CSCAP) 
EU, since March 2014. 

- Member of the board, The Swedish Institute of International Affairs, May 2011–May 2012. 
- Member of the local union board, May 2011-Apr 2013. 
- Deputy member, Forskningsutbildningsnämnden (FUN), Department of Peace and Development 

Research (PADRIGU), University of Gothenburg, January 2005–December 2005. 

Publications 

The links below are as far as possible to the full texts. 

Recent publications 

“Endast genom anfall kan ett avgörande nås: Varför dominerar offensiven militärt taktiskt tänkande?” 
(with Övlt Peter Ahlström), Kungl Krigsvetenskapsakademiens Handlingar & Tidskrift [Proceedings 
and Journal of the Royal Swedish Academy of War Sciences], No 2 April/June, 2017:6-18. [OPEN 
ACCESS] 

“Sanctions reconsidered: the Path Forward with North Korea” (with Linus Hagström), Washington 
Quarterly, 39(3), 2016: 61-76. [OPEN ACCESS] 

China and Russia – A Study on Cooperation, Competition and Distrust (with Märta Carlsson & 
Susanne Oxenstierna), Report no FOI-R- -4087-SE, Stockholm: Swedish Defence Research Agency, 
2015, pp. 99. 

The East Asian Peace: Conflict Prevention and Informal Peacebuilding, Houndmills, Basingstoke: 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2012.  

“The South China Sea: Still no War on the Horizon”, Asian Survey, 55(3), May/June 2015: 596-617. 

“Chinese Foreign Policy in a Global Perspective: A Responsible Reformer “Striving For 
Achievement”“, Journal of China and International Relations, 3(1), 2015: 151-166. 

 
Journal articles 

1. “Endast genom anfall kan ett avgörande nås: Varför dominerar offensiven militärt taktiskt 
tänkande?” (with Övlt Peter Ahlström), Kungl Krigsvetenskapsakademiens Handlingar & 
Tidskrift [Proceedings and Journal of the Royal Swedish Academy of War Sciences], No 2 
April/June, 2017:6-18. [OPEN ACCESS] 

2. “Sanctions reconsidered: the Path Forward with North Korea” (with Linus Hagström), 
Washington Quarterly, 39(3), 2016: 61-76. [OPEN ACCESS] 

3.  “Global Shadow Wars – a conceptual analysis” (with Markus Lyckman), Dynamics of 
Asymmetric Conflict, 8(3), 2015:251-62. [Accepted version] 

4. ”China’s Maritime Embroilments” (with Lowell Dittmer), Asian Survey, 55(3), May/June 2015: 
447-454. I am co-editor for this special issue, which is the outcome of a conference I organised on 
“Collaboration at Sea”. 

5.  “The South China Sea: Still no War on the Horizon”, Asian Survey, 55(3), May/June 2015: 
596-617. 

http://kkrva.se/hot/2017:2/weissmann_ahlstrom_endastgenomanfall.pdf
http://kkrva.se/hot/2017:2/weissmann_ahlstrom_endastgenomanfall.pdf
http://kkrva.se/hot/2017:2/weissmann_ahlstrom_endastgenomanfall.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0163660X.2016.1232635
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/0163660X.2016.1232635
http://www.foi.se/Documents/foir4087.pdf
http://www.palgrave.com/products/title.aspx?pid=522842
http://www.mikaelweissmann.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/The-South-China-Sea-Still-No-War-on-the-Horizon_AS5503_08.pdf
http://journals.aau.dk/index.php/jcir/article/view/1150
http://journals.aau.dk/index.php/jcir/article/view/1150
http://kkrva.se/hot/2017:2/weissmann_ahlstrom_endastgenomanfall.pdf
http://kkrva.se/hot/2017:2/weissmann_ahlstrom_endastgenomanfall.pdf
http://kkrva.se/hot/2017:2/weissmann_ahlstrom_endastgenomanfall.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0163660X.2016.1232635
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/0163660X.2016.1232635
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/QKSBD69CRNsJnktMYhqf/full
http://www.mikaelweissmann.com/wp-content/uploads/GlobalShadowWar_accepted-version-for-web.pdf
http://www.mikaelweissmann.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/China%E2%80%99s-Maritime-Embroilment_AS5503_01.pdf
http://www.mikaelweissmann.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/The-South-China-Sea-Still-No-War-on-the-Horizon_AS5503_08.pdf
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6. “Chinese Foreign Policy in a Global Perspective: A Responsible Reformer “Striving For 
Achievement”“, Journal of China and International Relations, 3(1), 2015: 151-166. 

7. “Chinese Soft Power and ASEAN’s Constructive Engagement: Sino-ASEAN relations and 
the South China Sea”, Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia, Issue 15 (March 2014). [English] 
[Bahasa Indonesian] [Japanese] [Thai] 

8. ”Kinas mjuka makt – Finns den? Vad betyder den?”, Kinarapport 4/2012, 2012: pp. 28-31. 

9. “The South China Sea Conflict and Sino-ASEAN Relations:  A Study in Conflict Prevention 
and Peace Building”, Asian Perspective, 34: 3, 2010. 

10. "Understanding the East Asian peace: some findings on the role of informal processes", Asia 
Insights 2/2009, 2009. 

11. “Can China Untie the Gordian Knot in North Korea?”, (with Niklas L.P. Swanström), Korean 
Journal of International Studies, 31:1, 2004. 

12. "The Chinese Impact on the DPRK Negotiations" (with Niklas L. P. Swanström), Peace Review, 
16:2, 2004.  

Monographs 

13. China and Russia – A Study on Cooperation, Competition and Distrust (with Märta Carlsson & 
Susanne Oxenstierna), Report no FOI-R- -4087-SE, Stockholm: Swedish Defence Research 
Agency, 2015, pp. 99.  

14. ”Endast genom anfall kan ett avgörande nås” - Varför dominerar offensiven militärt taktiskt 
tänkande? (with Peter Ahlström), Working paper, sektionen för markoperationer 
Militärvetenskapliga institutionen Försvarshögskolan, 2016. 

15. Keeping alive: Understanding North Korea’s supply lines and the potential role of sanctions, UI 
Paper No. 6/2014, Stockholm: The Swedish Institute of International Affairs, 2014. 

16. A European Strategy towards East Asia: moving from good intentions to action, UI Occasional 
Paper No. 19, Stockholm: The Swedish Institute of International Affairs, 2013. 

17. The East Asian Peace: Conflict Prevention and Informal Peacebuilding, Houndmills, 
Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012.  

18. Understanding the East Asian Peace Informal and formal conflict prevention and peacebuilding 
in the Taiwan Strait, the Korean Peninsula, and the South China Sea 1990-2008, PhD thesis in 
Peace and Development Research, University of Gothenburg, School of Global Studies, 2009.  

19. The Missing Link – bridging between social movement theory and conflict resolution, GARNET 
Working Paper, No. 60/08, October 2008.  

20. Conflict, Conflict Prevention and Conflict Management and beyond: a conceptual exploration 
(with Niklas L.P. Swanström), Uppsala & Washington: Central Asia-Caucasus Institute and Silk 
Road Studies Program, 2005.   

21. Early Warning Indicators for Preventive Policy – a new approach to Early Warning Research 
(with Gerd Hagmeyer-Gaverus), SIPRI Working Paper, March 2003. 

 

Book chapters 

22. “One Belt, One Road in the Swedish Context” (with Elin Rappe) in Frans-Paul van der Putten et. 
al., Europe and China’s New Silk Roads, European Think-tank Network on China, December 
2016. 

23.  “Why is there a relative peace in the South China Sea?” in Pavin Chachavalpongpun, ed., 
Entering Uncharterd Waters? ASEAN and the South China Sea Dispute, Singapore: Institute of 
Southeast Asian Studies, 2014. 

http://journals.aau.dk/index.php/jcir/article/view/1150
http://journals.aau.dk/index.php/jcir/article/view/1150
http://kyotoreview.org/issue-15/chinese-soft-power-and-aseans-constructive-engagement-sino-asean-relations-and-the-south-china-sea/
http://kyotoreview.org/issue-15/diplomasi-soft-power-cina-dan-kebijakan-constructive-engagement-asean-hubungan-sino-asean-dan-laut-cina-selatan/
http://kyotoreview.org/issue-15/%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%BD%E3%81%AE%E3%82%BD%E3%83%95%E3%83%88%E3%83%BB%E3%83%91%E3%83%AF%E3%83%BC%E3%81%A8%EF%BD%81%EF%BD%93%EF%BD%85%EF%BD%81%EF%BD%8E%E3%81%AE%E5%BB%BA%E8%A8%AD%E7%9A%84%E9%96%A2%E4%B8%8E/
http://kyotoreview.org/issue-15/soft-power-%E0%B8%82%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%88%E0%B8%B5%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A3%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B5%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%A2%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99/
http://www.ui.se/eng/upl/files/86756.pdf
http://www.ui.se/upl/files/49747.pdf
http://www.ui.se/upl/files/49747.pdf
http://infocus.asiaportal.info/2009/11/02/blogsin-focus2009novemberunderstanding-east-asian-peace-some-findings-role-informal-processes-mi/
http://www.scribd.com/doc/201232511/Can-China-Untie-the-Gordian-Knot-in-North-Korea-Mikael-Weissmann
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/1040265042000237770
http://www.foi.se/Documents/foir4087.pdf
http://www.euglobalstrategy.eu/upl/files/89608.pdf
http://www.palgrave.com/products/title.aspx?pid=522842
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/bitstream/2077/21355/1/gupea_2077_21355_1.pdf
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/bitstream/2077/21355/1/gupea_2077_21355_1.pdf
http://www.garnet-eu.org/fileadmin/documents/working_papers/6008.pdf
http://www.gsdrc.org/go/display&type=Document&id=3667
http://www.sipri.org/databases/first/early_warning/wp1
http://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1067710/FULLTEXT01.pdf
http://www.mikaelweissmann.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Weissmann_Why-is-there-peace-in-the-SCS-ISEAS-chapter.pdf
https://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg/publication/1950
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24. “Peacebuilding in East Asia: The Role of Track II Diplomacy, Informal Networks, and Economic, 
Social and Cultural  Regionalisation” in Jacob Bercovitch, Kwei-Bo Huang, Chung-Chian Teng 
(eds), Conflict Management, Security and Intervention in East Asia: Third-Party Mediation and 
Intervention between China and Taiwan, London: Routledge, 2008. 

25.  将地区化与冲突防治联 系起来    [Linking Regionalisation and Conflict Provention: the case of 

China in East Asia] in Zhongqi Pan (ed), 国际责任与大国战略         
[International  Responsibility  and  Strategy of Great Powers], Shanghai:  Shanghai  People’s 
Publishing House, 2008: pp. 127-146. 

26. "Introduction" (with Niklas Swanström and Emma Björnehed), in Niklas L.P. Swanström (Ed), 
Conflict Prevention and Conflict Management in Northeast Asia, Uppsala & Washington: Central 
Asia-Caucasus Institute and Silk Road Studies Program, 2005.  

27. "Informal Networks as a Conflict Preventive Mechanism", in Niklas L.P. Swanström (Ed), 
Conflict Prevention and Conflict Management in Northeast Asia, Uppsala & Washington: Central 
Asia-Caucasus Institute and Silk Road Studies Program, 2005. 

Op-eds etc 

28. ”Hot och isolering fel strategi i konflikten med Nordkorea” [Threats and isolation is the wrong 
strategy against North Korea] (with Linus Hagström and Ulv Hanssen), DN Debatt, 14 April, 
2013.  

29.  ”En plats för nästa krig? Spänningarna ökar i Sydkinesiska sjön” [The next war? Increased 
tensions in the South China Sea], Internationella Studier, No 1, 2013: pp. 38-39. 

30. ”Kan Nordkorea avväpnas?” [Can North Korea be disarmed?], Internationella Studier, August 
2011. 

31. ”Nordkorea måste hanteras varsamt” [North Korea must be handled cautiously] (with Linus 
Hagström), op-ed, Göteborgs-Posten, 26 May, p. 43. 

32.  “The (new) North Korean Crisis: what can be expected and what should be done as a response to 
the sinking of the Cheonan corvette” (with Linus Hagström), In Focus blog, the Nordic Institure 
of Asian Studies, 25 May 2010. 

33. Conflict Prevention and Conflict Management in Northeast Asia - Conference Report (with 
Niklas L.P. Swanström, Emma Björnehed and Liu Yue), Conference proceedings from the 
Program for Contemporary Silk Road Studies Conference on “Conflict prevention and Conflict 
Management in Northeast Asia”, Beijing 26-28 November, 2004, Uppsala & Washington: Central 
Asia-Caucasus Institute and Silk Road Studies Program, 2005. 

http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780203928288/
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780203928288/
http://www.scribd.com/doc/201240825/Mikael-Weissmann-2008-%E5%B0%86%E5%9C%B0%E5%8C%BA%E5%8C%96%E4%B8%8E%E5%86%B2%E7%AA%81%E9%98%B2%E6%B2%BB%E8%81%94%E7%B3%BB%E8%B5%B7%E6%9D%A5-Linking-Regionalisation-and-Conflict-Provention-the-case-of-China-in-East-Asia
http://www.silkroadstudies.org/new/docs/beijing/CPinNEA_ch1.pdf
http://www.silkroadstudies.org/new/docs/beijing/CPinNEA_ch5.pdf
http://www.dn.se/debatt/hot-och-isolering-fel-strategi-i-konflikten-med-nordkorea/
http://www.gp.se/nyheter/debatt/1.376507-nordkorea-maste-hanteras-varsamt?articleRenderMode=default
http://barha.asiaportal.info/blogs/in-focus/2010/may/the-new-north-korean-crisis-what-can-be-expected-and-what-should-be-done-a-r
http://barha.asiaportal.info/blogs/in-focus/2010/may/the-new-north-korean-crisis-what-can-be-expected-and-what-should-be-done-a-r
http://barha.asiaportal.info/blogs/in-focus
http://www.silkroadstudies.org/new/docs/publications/2005/Conference_Proceedings_final.pdf
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