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Executive Summary
Azerbaijan’s victory in the Second Karabakh War, and its regaining of territory around and partly from 
the disputed region is not the end, but a new stage of the conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia. 

A peace agreement is still far away. Prospects for new connections and trade routes are being chal-
lenged by the fragile security situation on the ground, the concerns of several regional states and other 
unresolved questions. With its “peacekeeping forces”, Russian now has troops on the ground in all 
three states of the South Caucasus. Turkey is increasingly challenging Moscow in the latter’s percei-
ved sphere of influence. 

The geopolitical shift in the region has weakened the European Union’s and United States’ role in the 
region and the OSCE Minsk Group as the key multilateral negotiation format. The lack of action by the 
EU as a mediator or security player in the region has made it easier for other actors to change the ru-
les of the game in the region and weakened democratic progress and reform in the South Caucasus. 
The formal negotiations aimed at a peaceful political solution have not been able to resolve the conflict 
in the past 25 years. 

Military means and authoritarian conflict management might create new geopolitical facts, but will not 
be able to reconcile the conflict parties. The need for re-engagement and a bigger role for the EU in 
the region has increased, but without the political will among member states to really strengthen its 
role in the neighbourhood, nothing will happen. All this plays into the hands of the national elites that 
gain from the conflict and enemy paradigm. The same is true of external players such as Russia and 
Turkey, which understand this conflict first and foremost as a part of their power politics.



 

 
 

 

http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/64384


 

 
 

 

https://www.ceps.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/WD2021-02_The-Nagorny-Karabakh-Conflict-in-its-Fourth-Decade.pdf
https://www.ceps.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/WD2021-02_The-Nagorny-Karabakh-Conflict-in-its-Fourth-Decade.pdf


 

 
 

 

https://www.bicc.de/uploads/tx_bicctools/BICC_GMI_2020_DE.pdf
https://www.sipri.org/sites/default/files/SIPRI-Milex-data-1949-2019.xlsx
https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-asia/caucasus/nagorno-karabakh-conflict/255-digging-out-deadlock-nagorno-karabakh
https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-asia/caucasus/nagorno-karabakh-conflict/255-digging-out-deadlock-nagorno-karabakh
https://eurasianet.org/pashinyan-calls-for-unification-between-armenia-and-karabakh
https://eurasianet.org/pashinyan-calls-for-unification-between-armenia-and-karabakh


 

 
 

 

https://jamestown.org/program/azerbaijan-increasingly-critical-of-russias-peacekeeping-mission-in-karabakh/
https://jamestown.org/program/azerbaijan-increasingly-critical-of-russias-peacekeeping-mission-in-karabakh/


 

 
 

 

https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/264-nagorno-karabakh.pdf
https://www.sipri.org/sites/default/files/2019-03/fs_1903_at_2018.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/2000-mideast-milliants-nagorno-karabakh-1d24df0044dc17f54ce4f45380505cf0
https://apnews.com/article/2000-mideast-milliants-nagorno-karabakh-1d24df0044dc17f54ce4f45380505cf0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/azerbaijan-armenia-turkey-nagorno-karabakh/2020/10/13/2cdca1e6-08bf-11eb-8719-0df159d14794_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/azerbaijan-armenia-turkey-nagorno-karabakh/2020/10/13/2cdca1e6-08bf-11eb-8719-0df159d14794_story.html


 

 
 

 

https://eurasianet.org/perspectives-how-iran-views-the-nagorno-karabakh-truce
https://eurasianet.org/perspectives-how-iran-views-the-nagorno-karabakh-truce
https://oc-media.org/features/analysis-what-is-behind-the-growing-iran-azerbaijan-tension/


 

 
 

 

https://www.euronews.com/2011/06/24/azerbaijan-president-s-perspective-on-nagorno-karabakh-impasse-resolution
https://www.euronews.com/2011/06/24/azerbaijan-president-s-perspective-on-nagorno-karabakh-impasse-resolution
https://eurasianet.org/down-with-nagorno-karabakh-long-live-karabakh


 

 
 

 

https://jamestown.org/program/karabakh-conflict-continues-through-competing-construction-projects/
https://oc-media.org/azerbaijani-security-services-threatened-to-kill-activist-and-family/
https://oc-media.org/azerbaijani-security-services-threatened-to-kill-activist-and-family/
https://oc-media.org/opinions/opinion-to-stand-for-peace-in-spite-of-everything/
https://oc-media.org/opinions/opinion-to-stand-for-peace-in-spite-of-everything/


 

 
 

 

https://www.osce.org/minsk-group/498948
https://jamestown.org/program/zangazur-corridor-closer-to-realization-as-armenia-readies-to-normalize-relations-with-turkey-and-azerbaijan/
https://jamestown.org/program/zangazur-corridor-closer-to-realization-as-armenia-readies-to-normalize-relations-with-turkey-and-azerbaijan/
https://www.rferl.org/a/macron-france-ready-lasting-solution-karabakh-conflict/30946318.html


 

 
 

 

https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/ukraine-uses-turkish-armed-drone-in-donbas-for-1st-time-168922
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2021/11/08/in-south-caucasus-can-new-trade-routes-help-overcome-history-of-conflict-pub-85729
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2021/11/08/in-south-caucasus-can-new-trade-routes-help-overcome-history-of-conflict-pub-85729
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/politics/russia-suggests-3-3-format-with-turkey-iran-azerbaijan-armenia-georgia-in-caucasus/2384679
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/politics/russia-suggests-3-3-format-with-turkey-iran-azerbaijan-armenia-georgia-in-caucasus/2384679
https://jamestown.org/program/iran-and-the-33-regional-cooperation-format-in-the-south-caucasus-strengths-and-weaknesses/
https://jamestown.org/program/iran-and-the-33-regional-cooperation-format-in-the-south-caucasus-strengths-and-weaknesses/


 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.iipvienna.com/new-blog/2020/10/13/karabagh-conflict-why-war
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